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The ACF met on Thursday, February 21, 2008 at 1:00 at the HEPC office in Charleston. The focus was on legislative issues that relate to Higher Education. Below is a summary of the House and Senate Bills along with their current status.

*     HB4062 (public school teacher classifications, courses, programs,

testing).  The worrisome aspect is that it would provide elementary

teachers with certification to teach in the 5-8 middle school areas,

which are more subject oriented.  Teacher Education programs should be

concerned.  This bill has been tabled and looks like it is finished.

SB 611 (Plymale, Edgell, and Unger) is a senate version without as many

odious parts.   SB611 has passed in the Senate and has been introduced

in the house.

*        SB 69 (AEI increase, Hunter and Unger).  This bill increases the

amount of annual incremental salary increase for eligible state

employees per year of service from $50 to $75 per year of service.

HB2995 is similar but with a larger AEI increase. Both House and Senate

versions have languished in Finance Committees.  HB4076 has an AEI

increase for Higher Education faculty and staff attached to a salary

raise for legislators. This bill has completed legislative action and

been sent to the Governor.

*        SB 595 (Vision 20/20, Plymale, etal) This is a long-range

planning and goals assessing bill that will establish goals for public

higher education for 2020, create educational partnerships to achieve

state goals and objectives, establish a higher education accountability

system in terms of planning, compacts, and reporting, and attend to some

facility needs.  It is principally a bill that will keep the Legislature

directly in the loop in terms of planning and reporting higher education

goals, compacts, and report cards. SB595 has gone on to the House, has

been place on special calendar for immediate consideration, and is

likely to pass.

*        HB4623 (Morgan, Miller and Craig)  This bill relates to

establishing minimum deductions, allowing governing boards to increase

their contributions (6% minimum) to employee retirement plans to exceed

the contributions of employees.  As Roy said, this will likely be an

unfunded mandate left to each school to implement.  HB4623 has passed

the house and as of Tuesday was in Senate Finance for a second read.

Phone Helmick if you have any thoughts about this bill.

*     HB3215 (Doyle, Wysong, Tabb) This bill pertains to the statewide

network of independently accredited community and technical colleges and

has been amended to mandate all community colleges become independent,

free-standing institutions.  It also includes a provision for the 10%

salary increase for faculty promotions in the CTCs.  HB3215 has passed

the House, has moved through Senate Education, Senate Finance, and is

currently in second read.

*        SB 564 (tuition waivers, Edgell and Plymale) has some chance of

passage.  It contains faculty, staff and dependent exceptions to tuition

caps--its purpose is for faculty and staff recruitment and retention.

SB564 has gone on the House, has been place on special calendar for

immediate consideration, and is likely to pass, though there is the

possibility that it may have some conditions from the House placed on

faculty and staff receiving the waivers.  Call members of the House and

ask for support of the Senate version.

*        HB 2965 (faculty excellence, Longstreth, etal) This bill does

not look like it will go anywhere. The bill sets legislative goals for

full-time and part-time faculty at state colleges and universities with

specific ratios (75% fulltime to 25% adjunct in each academic

department) to be met by 2013. HB2965 appears to have stalled in House

Education.

*        HB 2354 (Stalnaker) which puts a 5% cap on PEIA increases for

retirees.  This bill looks like it is losing its momentum; faculty

should contact legislators. HB2354 stalled in Pensions and Retirement.

Faculty and staff can follow the progress of a bill in the final days by

clicking on the WV Legislature site at http://www.legis.state.wv.us/
<http://www.legis.state.wv.us/> ; then put only the bill number (no SB

or HB prefix) into the box at the left bottom of the screen ("Find 2008

Regular Session Bills"); then click "submit."   Another useful tool is

to type in "blog" into the main page "search" tool at top right.  There

you will see a short summary of the day's events.

Please be aware that emailing is not as effective as calling the

representatives' office at this point in time.  Identify yourself as a

constituent or member of Higher Education and leave a message with the

staff:

 Senate President Tomblin: 304.357.7801

Senator Helmick (Finance Chair): 304.357.7980, E-mail:

whelmick@mail.wvnet.edu <mailto:whelmick@mail.wvnet.edu> 

Senator Plymale (Education Chair & Finance Committee): 304.357.7805,

E-mail: bplymale@mail.wvnet.edu <mailto:bplymale@mail.wvnet.edu> 

Senator Edgell (Education Vice-chair & Finance Committee): 304.357.7827,

E-mail: edgell@mail.wvnet.edu <mailto:edgell@mail.wvnet.edu> 

Senator Unger (Education & Finance): 304.357.7933, E-mail:

unger@mail.wvnet.edu <mailto:unger@mail.wvnet.edu> 

Senator Bailey (Finance): 304.357.7807, E-mail: bwbailey@mail.wvnet.edu
<mailto:bwbailey@mail.wvnet.edu> 

Senator Guills (Education & Finance): 304.357.7959, E-mail:

jguills@mail.wvnet.edu <mailto:jguills@mail.wvnet.edu> 

Senator Sprouse (Education & Finance):304.357.7854, E-mail:

vic@vicsprouse.com <mailto:vic@vicsprouse.com> 

Del. Thompson (Speaker of the House): 304.340.3210

Del. Harry Keith White (Finance Chair): 304.340.3230

Del. Poling (Education Chair & Finance): 304.340.3265, E-mail:

marypoli@mail.wvnet.edu <mailto:marypoli@mail.wvnet.edu> 

Del. Duke (Education Minority Chair): 304.340.3151,  E-mail:

wduke@mail.wvnet.edu, waltduke47@aol.com <mailto:wduke@mail.wvnet.edu,> 

Del. Paxton (Education Vice-Chair): 304.340.3337, E-mail:

bpaxton@mail.wvnet.edu <mailto:bpaxton@mail.wvnet.edu>  

Del. Doyle (Finance): 304.340.3184, E-mail: jhndoyle@mail.wvnet.edu
<mailto:jhndoyle@mail.wvnet.edu> 

You can also contact any legislator by clicking on the contact link on

the legislative main page at http://www.legis.state.wv.us/.  
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