Cultural Activities & Educational Assemblies
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a. Name of Chair and members of the committee

	Names
	Term
	Represents
	Address  
	Phone
	E-mail

	Giles, Charlotte, Consultant
	
	Ex-officio
	D 201
	3194
	cgiles@wvstateu.edu


	Vanderford, Brenda
	
	Music Chair
	D 303
	5107
	bvanderf@wvstateu.edu

	Øvrebø, Reidun, (Chair)
	
	Art Chair
	D 201
	3339
	ovrebore@wvstateu.edu


	Wohl, David
	
	?
	D 402
	3186
	dwohl@wvstateu.edu


	Susan Marrash-Minnerly
	
	Comm

Chair
	
	
	minnerly@wvstateu.edu


	Mosby, Gail
	1 of 2
	AL
	316 Hill Hall
	Ext. 3047
	gmosby@wvstateu.edu


	Conner, Rebecca
	1 of 2
	AL
	330 Hill Hall


	Ext. 3124
	connerre@wvstateu.edu


	Ford-Ahmed, T.
	1 of 2*
	AL
	B 211
	3327
	tfordahmed@wvstateu.edu


	Thomas, Brent
	1 of 2
	AL
	207 Davis Fine Arts
	Ext. 3181
	bthoma10@wvstateu.edu


	 Walters, Melanie


	1 of 2
	CTC
	Cole 302
	4101
	waltersm@wvsctc.edu

	McConnell, Anne
	1 of 2
	AL
	
	
	amcconnell@mail.wvstateu.edu


	 Smith, Krystal
	
	Doug. Inst.
	H 319
	3019
	smithkr@wvstateu.edu


	
	1 of 1
	Students
	
	
	

	
	1 of 1
	Students
	
	
	

	
	1 of 1
	Students
	
	
	

	
	1 of 1
	Students
	
	
	


b. Times met and attendance of members

August 25, 2007

In attendance:

Charlotte Giles, T. Ford-Ahmed, Anne McConnell, Gail Mosby, Reidun Øvrebø, Brent Thomas, David Wohl, 

January 25, 2008, Noon-2 PM

In attendance:

Charlotte Giles, Susan Marrash-Minnerly, Anne McConnell, Gail Mosby, Reidun Øvrebø, David Wohl, 

Richard Wolfe, Paula Clendenin (submitting activity proposal)

Next meeting scheduled:

April 4, 2008, 11 AM

c. Actions taken by the committee

The committee has established that the unifying theme for Fall 2008 will be “Healing and Art.”  Our idea is that by marketing all of our events under a general idea for the future, we can more easily involve community groups, classes, and departments that are interested.  As themes are established and channels for student, faculty and community feed-back have been established, more considerations can be taken into account and hopefully this will improve participation in events throughout the University and community.

We decided which performers to hire for 2008/2009:

· Bernard Woma (Jumbie People)--African music—xylophone, two dancers.


Good “outreach” people—interested in education.



Could work in conjunction with classes on Africa (for instance African art class), and community projects with same theme.

· Lisa Sokolov.


Teaches experimental theater in conjunction with alternative healing.


Could draw a broad audience from a variety of disciplines; $10K

· Eileen Foti, master printmaker.  

Explores healing through art/world health in hew new documentary A Ripple in the Water 

Could do workshops on printmaking, in addition to presenting the film.

Cost was $3K 2 yrs. ago; probably more like $5K now; Paula will check.

· David Fathead Newman, jazz.

Performance schedules are to be worked out by Ovrebo and Wolfe, and presented to the committee on April 4, 2008.  By establishing themes for each semester/year we believe that our cultural activities and classes may complement each other and collaborate for mutual benefits.  We wish to work closer with faculty, students, and the community to provide relevant educational experiences that enhance the University’s Mission Statement.  We will actively encourage departments/faculty members to plan courses within their disciplines that complement the theme of each academic year.  

The committee chair has met with the Director of Huntington Museum Museum of Art, and we are mutually committed to a close collaboration.  WVSU will sponsor HMA’s Fall 2008 exhibition “Art of Africa.”  HMA will plug any cultural activities instigated by WVSU. 

d. Recommendations of the committee

· Put Cultural Activities material on the web:

Make more extensive use of the web for information about the Committee and our activities.  In this way our schedule would remain up to date, some of our forms could be put on the web, and our visibility would be better.  Logistics and details of developing an active Cultural Activities link on the WVSU site are not yet clear.

(  Explore the possibilities for students to get a fee break at the Clay Center for seeing the visual arts exhibitions.  (Presently students can attend the Symphony for free when presenting their student ID)

· Emphasize building relationships within the community, building partnerships with cultural institutions, and building bridges between the colleges and departments at the University.

· Increase student involvement. We should be student centered, student activated and have events that regularly occur on campus.  We want to explore what can specifically be done to involve more students in events; this could result in better retention and more supporting alumni.

e. Unfinished tasks

· Cultural Activities link on WVSU web site: Clarification of how to get a page and maintain it is needed.

· A closer working connection to CTC and the student body needs to be made.  For instance, we need to have 4 student representatives by the beginning of Fall 2008.  More direct involvement with students for input on our activities will affect retention and also produce a larger number of alumni who support the University.

· For our own benefit we should formulate more specific goals and objectives, so that we effectively contribute to affect

1 higher student retention rates.

2 more effective collaborations between colleges, departments, faculty members and students.

3 closer ties to the community, cultural institutions and local businesses.   

Report Submitted by Dr. Giles:

A
Successes

1 Programs – improvement in program quality has produced larger audiences

2 Advertising – More colorful (thanks to the print shop for improvement in texture)

3 Worth mentioning – Booker T. and MG’s, Sonia Sonches, Alfre Woodars, Charleston Stage Company, Shoshana Johnson

4 Two outstanding alumni presentations, Samuel Lynch in October and Steven Pauley in February

5 More colorful brochures

B
Repairs

1 Upgrades to Ferrell completed last summer with help of student workers

2 Several upgrades completed in Fine Arts

3 Fine Arts and Ferrell will need some structural adjustments in the very near future, or they will have to be closed (less in Fine Arts)

4 New lighting instruments purchased (replacements)  $1,200.00

C
Programming Needs

1
Cost of performances going up – add-ons (plane fares and hotel)

2
Color ads in newspapers are costly

3
Crews are becoming limited (one full time person and one and a half students)

4
Pay for staff and student workers are eating into programming budget, not to mention receptions

5
Last minute add-ons programs not scheduled

6
Performance and shipping fees are escalating

7
Still seeking opportunities to have activities different from other performing groups in Charleston and programming around them

D
Funding

1
Have asked for raise in fees for the last five years, none has been granted, will ask again this year

E
Good News

1
WVSU Marching Band is ordering new uniforms for the fall

2
WVSU Concert Choir women to get performance attire this spring 

