To: 

James Spencer, Chair, Constitution, Bylaws and Handbook Committee

From: 

Jerry Levine, Chair, Faculty Senate

Regarding:
Motions for committee review.

Date: 

September 14, 2007

Jim, 

The Faculty Senate, at its September 7, 2007, meeting passed the following six motions. We need your committee to review them for appropriate inclusion in the Bylaws, Constitution, and Handbook as is appropriate.  

We ask that the first five items be ready for our next Senate meeting, which is to be held on October 5th at 1:30 in Wallace Hall, room 622.  

If your committee feels language different from what was passed is more appropriate please include that language in your recommendation to us.  Substantive changes should not be made unless they are necessary in order to satisfy requirements of the Constitution or Bylaws.

Constitution and Bylaws recommendations in parentheses, in larger font, next to existing wording where applicable.

1. Article V.d (change to V.A.d.1)(change to under Retention Committee.                                                                
It currently reads, “The retention committee is composed of five tenured faculty, one from each College and one at large member, . . . The Executive Committee recommends changing to: The retention committee is composed of  nine tenured faculty, two from each college and one at large member.

           Jack Magan moved, Carolyn Sturgeon seconded, motion carried.    


#1 Otherwise, approved by Constitution & Bylaws

2. Article V.b. (change to V.A.3) ( The executive Committee recommends:                                      

“The Senate will appoint a Senator to each of its standing committees who will serve as a non-voting member of that committee.  This Senator will act as a liaison between the committee and the Senate, keeping the Senate informed of pertinent issues requiring Senate action.) (Remove clause “keeping the Senate informed of pertinent issues requiring Senate action, and changing comma after “and the Senate” to a period)

Chuck Smith moved, Dave Brock seconded, motion carried.

#2 Approved by Constitution & Bylaws with clause removed, and moved to V.A.3

3. Article V.A.1e. Under Promotion and Tenure Committee.                                       

The Bylaws currently read: “The faculty member begins the process by notifying his or her department chair and the chair of this committee of his or her request.                                                                                                       

HOWEVER, the handbook, under PROMOTION, currently reads: “Faculty members requesting promotion initiate the process by filing their application and supporting portfolio with the department chair; a copy of the letter of application is also filed with the Dean of their college, the vice President for Academic Affairs and the ch

air of the faculty personnel committee.           

 The Executive committee recommends reconciling both documents so that they read:                                                                                                                     “ a copy of the letter of application is also filed with the Dean of the faculty member’s college, the Vice President for Academic Affairs, the Chair of the Faculty Personnel committee, and the Chair of the Promotion and Tenure Committee.                                                                                                         Naveed Zaman moved, Jeff Pietruszynski seconded, motion carried.

#3 Approved by Constitution and Bylaws as stated.

4. Article Vii, C. The Secretary of the Senate.                                                          

The Executive Committee recommends: That after the last sentence we add: “The secretary (of the Senate) shall forward all (approved) changes in the Constitution, bylaws, and Handbook to the person responsible for editing and publishing the Handbook by June 15 of each year.”                                                                                    

John Richards moved, Naveed Zaman seconded, Motion carried. 

“bylaws” should be capitalized.

#4 Approved by Constitution & Bylaws with above changes

5. Chair Jerry Levine recommended that the Chair of General Education serve as an ex-officio member of Education Policy Committee. 

John Richards moved, Judith Whipkey seconded, motion carried.

V.A.1.a now reads as its second last sentence:  “The Vice President for Academic Affairs, the Assistant Provost and Dean of Academic Affairs of the Community and Technical College, the Registrar, and the Chair of the General Education Committee shall serve as non-voting, ex-officio members of the committee.”

#5 approved by Constitution & Bylaws as worded above

6. Vice-President of Academic Affairs Charles Byers highlighted his attempt to improve overall communication through messages from the office of the VP going out electronically to all faculty members. Dr. Byers asked the Senate to consider a review and updating of all documents (bylaws and committee procedures) to ensure that they reflect the current university academic organizational structure, particularly Deans and colleges. 
Mike Lewis made a motion to direct the Senate Constitution and Bylaws committee to review and make recommendations for updating to ensure that the Bylaws and Constitution reflect the current university academic organizational structure, particularly Deans and colleges. 

Jack Magan seconded. Motion carried. 

(We call the Committee’s attention to the Role of college office and dean. We ask the committee to look at all senate documents to see if they reflect the current policy in the handbook regarding  department chairs and deans.)  
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