General Faculty Meeting 

Minutes

August 19, 2008

10:30 am
1. Call to Order: The General Faculty Meeting was called to order by Senate chair Dr. Tom Guetzloff at 10:35 am.

2. Approval of the agenda. Added to the Agenda: (1) under Old Business- moving Dr. Naga’s report to the top of the agenda; and (2) under New Business- introduction of the new AFT Representative to WVSU, Joy Jenkins. Motion to approve the changes and additions to the agenda was seconded and carried by vote.

3. Approval of General Faculty Meeting Minutes. Members reviewed the May 5, 2008 General Faculty Meeting minutes. Minutes were approved by vote.

4. Reports:

a. Committee on Student Evaluations: Dr. Sundar Naga, the committee chair, provided a description of an “Online Student Evaluation” trial run that occurred during the Spring 2008 semester. The WebCT platform that is currently used for all WebCT 100 and 80 courses was used for 27 additional sections of classes that faculty had volunteered to participate in. This represented a pool of 427 total possible evaluations from 374 actual students. Of this total, 277 completed evaluations were made. Dr. Naga expressed some conclusions that could be reached about on-line student evaluations at WVSU: a majority of the respondents reported a preference for on-line evaluations (207 responses); a dedicated on line survey tool should be used for this process, as opposed to the WebCT platform, which was cumbersome and time consuming for compiling and analyzing the results. Such dedicated software exists and can be implemented at WVSU for on-line student evaluations. Dr. Naga discussed performing another trial fun this semester, using the software dedicated to Student On-line course evaluations; and following this, Dr. Naga answered a number of questions from faculty regarding the trial run results and the potential for implementing an on-line program at WVSU.
b. 
5. Announcements: Mr. Michael Lewis made the following announcements regarding the Executive Committee 
activities- (1) a petition for more faculty governance within the administration was requested; (2) 
Standing Committees need to meet regularly and as needed so  as to stay active as required by the 
WVSU constitution, and to submit written reports to the faculty senate on a regular basis, which 
should be at least once per semester, or else the committee should be dissolved and reconstituted 
immediately.  Dr. Jerry Levine suggested that since the WVSU email system may or may not provide 
all committee members and faculty with an email regarding an upcoming committee meeting, those 
announcements should also be posted on the Faculty Senate website, which is useful for posting such 
information. A brief discussion of the WVSU email system followed.

6. The following actions were taken by the General Faculty:



I. Motion: A “friendly amendment” to the WVSU Faculty Constitution was made and seconded after a short discussion and some comments from the faculty. 
Under Article VII: Officers of the Senate; Section C- after “The Secretary shall keep roll (amended 1/2002),” the amended text shall read as follows: “The Secretary of the Faculty Senate shall forward all approved changes in the Constitution, By-laws and Faculty Handbook to the person responsible for editing and publishing the handbook by June 15th of each year. (Proposed by the Faculty Senate on 10/06/07).” This motion was seconded and carried by a vote of the General Faculty of WVSU.

II. Election Results for Faculty Senate and Faculty Committees- The following persons were nominated, nominations were seconded, and motions were made for election to the following positions:
(1) At Large Senators to the Faculty Senate: (elected by acclimation)

A. Drs. Ernest Sekabunga  and Mehdi Seyedmonir.

(2) At Large Faculty Representative to Academic Appeals:

A.   Dr. Ann McConnell was elected to the position by faculty vote.

(3) Faculty Representatives to the Grievance Committee:


A. Full Professors: (elected by acclimation)


i- 
Dr. Stuart McGehee


ii- 
Dr. Michael Anderson


iii-
Dr. Brenda Wilson


B. Associate Professors: (elected by acclimation)


i-
Dr. Marc Porter


ii-
Dr. Jonathon Eya


iii-
Dr. Cyrus Aleseyed


C. Assistant Professors: (elected by faculty vote)


i-
Mr. Steven Gilliland


ii-
Dr. Miguel Zapata


iii-
Dr. Jeffery Pietruszynski


D. Instructors: (elected by acclimation)


i-
Mrs Carol Acker


ii-
Mr. Anthony Moncrief


iii-
Ms. Karen Anderson


E. Open Rank: (elected by acclimation)


i- Dr. Arnold Hartstein

(4) Research and Faculty Development: (elected by acclimation)

A. Dr. Sonya Armstrong
 

III. CTC Report- Dr. Joe Badgely, the new President of WVSU-CTC was introduced to the WVSU General Faculty. Dr. Badgely expressed a willingness and hopefulness that the 2 institutions would work together towards an improved relationship for the betterment of both institutions. Dr. Badgely discussed the “charge back agreements” between WVSU and the WVSU-CTC, and suggested that these front loaded fees had amounted to over $2 million and that to date, approximately $400,000 had been paid by the WVSU-CTC to WVSU.


IV. Introduction of the new AFT representative to WVSU. Ms. Joy Jenkins was introduced by Michael Lewis. Ms. Jenkins is the new state wide representative from AFT, and she informed the faculty of her commitment to her position and that there would be an upcoming lunch meeting to discuss faculty concerns and the upcoming AFT agenda.


V. Comments from the Chair: 
a. Faculty Handbook Update. Dr. Tom Guetzloff and Dr. Rob Harris discussed the apparent confusion over the language regarding rules with in the Faculty Handbook. It was noted that regular font was used to delineate standard rules and italized font was used for other stuff???????
b. Merit Pay. Dr. Guetzloff informed the faculty that the new faculty proposal regarding Merit Pay, which had been the subject of faculty, Faculty Senate and Executive Committee discussions and comments, and worked on extensively by Dr. Michael Lewis and others, had been submitted to Dr. Carter’s office and no response had yet been received by Dr. Guetzloff. 
c. Faculty Senate Meeting. Dr. Guetzloff reminded members of the faculty that the next scheduled Faculty Senate meeting is on Sept 5th. 


VI. Meeting Adjournment:  There being no further business, the motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and carried by vote. The meeting was adjourned at 12:20 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Kenneth E. Barber 

Secretary of the Faculty Senate

kbarber2@wvstateu.edu
766 4173
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