General Faculty Meeting 
August 18, 2009 
Wallace Hall Room 122 
10:00-12:00 pm 

1. Call to Order:10:15 am. 

2. Reading of the-Minutes: The Minutes of the General Faculty Meeting of May 15th, 2009 
were read and the motion to approve was accepted by vote. 

3. Approval of the General Faculty Meeting Agenda: A New Business item was added to 
the agenda: Dr. James Spencer will provide an update on the current status of the 
proposed "Early Retirement Policy" for WVSU faculty. Approved by vote. 

Old Business 

1.   Report on recent meeting with Bayer officials: Dr. Tom Guetzloff and Dr. Jerry Beller 
provided an update about their recent visit to the Bayer CropScience facility, during 
which the Bayer safety officials expressed a commitment to improved communication 
between Bayer and its neighbors. Drs. Beller and Guetzloff were less confident in this 
development, and reminded the Faculty that there is no plan in place to modify Bayer's 
current production protocols or chemical storage facilities regarding MIC or any of the 
other dangerous chemicals in question and of concern to the WVSU community. Also, 
there is an ongoing analysis of the on-campus, SHIP designated buildings to determine 
which of those are adequate for such a purpose, and which ones need improvements to 
become adequate, and which buildings may not ever be appropriate for SHIP. There 
were many comments and questions regarding the ongoing, and still unaddressed 
Faculty concerns over the safety of the Bayer operations in Institute. 

New Business 

1. Report: Update on "Early/Phased Retirement" policy: Dr. James Spencer provided and 
update, which began a with a new name for the policy (Early Retirement Plan), and after 
3 years of looking at this, the plan is ytear to completion and will be posted on the Senate 
website for all faculty to review in detail. Dr. Spencer stressed that this would be 
voluntary policy, to serve as a potential faculty benefit not a requirement; restrictions 
would include not be able to rehire at the same position after taking this Early 
Retirement option, but could be hired into another position; other specific details 
regarding financial considerations were briefly discussed as referential examples and 
Dr. Spencer reiterated that the WVSU administration views this plan as a potential 
financial savings mechanism. The motion to post the final version of the Early 
Retirement Plan on the Senate webpage for faculty review, followed by a faculty up or 
down vote during the December General Faculty Meeting, was accepted by vote. 

2. Safety Committee Discussion:Dr. Tom Guetzloff discussed the need to have a Senate 
"Safety Committee" to be charged with a set of overlapping campus safety issues. After 
some discussion, a motion was passed requesting that the Executive Committee 
examine the possible structure, organization, membership makeup and the given charge 
that such a Senate Safety Committee would require, as well as the procedural approach 

required to implement such a committee, and bring this document to the Faculty Senate 
for further discussion. 

Dr. Spencer also noted that the John Richards Fund and Foundation was being 
created and he would provide an update on this when appropriate. 

3. At Large Elections for Senate Committees: Dr. Rob Harris announced and reviewed the 
numbers of open faculty seats on senate committees that needed to be filled 
immediately. These are committee positions that need to be filled at the College level; 
the specific committees needing such representation were detailed by Dr. Harris, and 
voting was to occur in individual college meetings and the results reported back to Dr. 
Harris. 

Adjournment:There being no further business for the General Faculty to discuss, the 
meeting was called to adjournment at 11:45am. 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth E. Barber 
Faculty Senate Secretary 
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