

Minutes

Faculty Senate Meeting

Oct. 12th  2012
Ferrell Hall 308
1:30 p.m.
I. Call to Order:  The Faculty Senate Meeting was called to order by Senate chair, Dr. Tim Ruhnke at 1:30 p.m.

II. Reading and Approval of Minutes:  Minutes of the last meeting were approved
III. Reading and Approval of Agenda:  The meeting Agenda was approved
IV. Reports:

a. PRESIDENT – Dr. Hemphill began his report by informing the Senate that he and representatives from WVSU had reported to the WV Legislator to answer for findings from an audit that took place in 2009.  He discussed for specific problems found within the audit report.  They included 1. Missing money from a library change machine; 2. Problems with the financial responsibilities of the bookstore; 3. Failure of the University to suspend students for non-payment; 4. and problems with adjusting fees for parking for withdrawn students.  In all, the audit reported 16 findings of which the Legislator accepted the current reforms and plans to remediate all issues.  Several questions regarding interpretations of specific issues arose, most of which had no bearing on why the issues had taken place as well as how they will be fixed.  The President went on to discuss the process of proposing new academic programs, specifically asking that departments provide data to support growth and need of new programs.  The third point the president discussed dealt with the feedback on meetings for the re-launch of the university campaign.  The campaign will not focus on several more options for donation, including 1. Academic Programs / Faculty Support; 2. Capitol Improvement; 3. Information and Technology; and 4. Scholarships.  The campaign is completely reshaped and will remain in a silent phase for the next 24 months.  
b. PROVOST / VP of ACADEMIC AFFAIRS.  Dr. Byers submitted a written report (available on-line).  In his oral report, he highlighted a few important issues.  He announced the forming of the Academic Liaison Committee who will work with the area CTC’s on 2+2 programs and efficient transitions from a 2 year college to a 4 year university.  He also discussed the need and focus on the International Program and International House and the Graduate Education Program.  Finally, he gave an official notice that the Commencement Ceremony will be changing and to look for details by the next Faculty Senate Meeting. 
c. Educational Policies Committee (EPC). Dr. Anderson presented a summary of the EPC report for September (Online).  
d. BOARD OF GOVERNORS (BOG).  Dr. Guetzloff was not present but reported through the Senate Chair that he was continuing to seek information on the Audit details and Flemming Hall construction
e. ACF – Full report available on line. Dr. Ford provided the Senate with information brochures on the role of the ACF in WV
f. General Education:  (available online).  Dr. Pietruszynski presented the report from the General Education Committee, presenting which courses had been accepted in the GE curriculum and the status of the CLA exam (no longer a requirement due to a HEPC decision).  He also discussed the need for a revision of the GE curriculum and, on behalf of the committee presented the following motions:
· Motion: The General Education Committee approved the adoption of the AAC&U’s L.E.A.P. outcomes as a guide in revising the current General Education outcomes.  They ask that the Faculty Senate also approve the outcomes and they be used in a revision strategy. (outcomes attached).  Action taken: Approved 
· Motion: The General Education Committee approved of a second, GE curriculum revision task force that would begin the work of revising the curriculum.  The group would relay ideas, information, and findings to the GE committee and then to the Faculty Senate before coming to the faculty a specific charge and make-up should be determined with consultation between the VPAA and the Coordinator of GE using current best practices, but must have at least two representatives from each college.  Once the task force is formed, it can begin work.  They ask that the Faculty Senate moves to adopt this motion. Action Taken: Approved (the Faculty Senate Executive Committee will begin drafting a charge at the next meeting)
V. Old Business:
a. Wording for changes in Constitution and Bylaws. Tabled until November when the wording could be posted for review.
b.   University Catalogue – Discussion of having a two-year catalogue took place.  Specifically, if we should commit to this structure given the still lack of having a 2012-2013 catalogue posted.  Dr. Byers was asked if the catalogue responsibilities should be shifted to a different office.  He responded that in several larger institutions, the catalogue is housed in the Registrar’s office.   Many felt that this was a matter that needed to be taken care of as soon as possible as the catalogue should be available for incoming freshmen.  The senate agreed that the Executive Committee should  continue to pursue the issue.
c. Office Hour Policy – The senate continued the discussion of the current office-hour policy.  The decision was to have the Executive Committee propose a new policy and language to be taken up in the October meeting.

VI. New Business:
A. Livetext vs. Sakai
A question was raised if there was the ability to combine the tasks done by both systems into one system.  Bobbie Seyedmonir, reported that currently, the two systems are designed for different tasks.  Sakai is a Learning Management system, whereas Livetext is designed for Assessment (especially long-term).  There is the possibility that Sakai could, eventually, do the same tasks as Livetext, but it is currently not set up to do so.  An investment of time and money would need to be made in order to accomplish the task.  However, more investigation will be done into finding a way to make integration easier.
VII. ADJOURNMENT  There being no further business or announcements, a motion to adjourn the general faculty meeting.  Motion carried.  Meeting was adjourned at 3:55 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,

Jeff Pietruszynski, Secretary
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